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CONNECTICUT PROBATE ASSEMBLY

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Good evening Chairmen Osten, Formica, and Walker; ladies and gentlemen of
the Appropriations Committee.  I am Brian Mahon, and I am the Probate Judge

for the District of Meriden,  a position I have held for over 12 years, and the
President of the Probate Judges' Assembly and Association.    I have been a

practicing attorney in the State of Connecticut since 1973.

I come here tonight to seek adequate funding for the Probate system for our
state.    Presently there are 54 Probate Courts serving the approximately 3. 6
million citizens of our state.    I know the perception is that we only handle
estates and trusts.   This is far from reality.   What we really do is provide a
safety net for our most vulnerable residents—children,  the elderly,  persons
with intellectual disabilities, and people with psychiatric issues.

As I am sure you know, we charge fees for our services.  However, the fees that

are generated only cover 87%  of our expenses.     Therefore,  we need an

additional 7. 1 million dollars in fiscal year 2017- 2018 and 7. 4 million dollars in
fiscal year 2018- 2019 to cover the unfunded 13%.  I know in this severe budget
crisis this may seem like a lot of money.   However, I ask you to consider the

fact that the services we provide take the burden and expense away for other
state agencies.   When we appoint family guardians, we save foster care costs.
When we appoint a conservator,   we often keep individuals,   who would

otherwise be institutionalized, in the community.

Let me put some things into perspective.  When UConn fired football coach Bob

Diaco after only three seasons, they paid him an exit payment of 3. 4 million
dollarsjust about half of what we seek.   Does it make any sense that a fired
coach is worth that much money, and the system that serves over 3. 5 million
people not receive 7. 1 million dollars to operate? Does it make any sense that
we fund the renovation of the XL Center to the tune of 250 million dollars and

not provide adequate funding to protect our children, our parents, our mentally
disabled, and our brothers, sisters, and children with psychiatric issues?

By not adequately funding the Probate system, what are you telling the citizens
of our state?  Please provide our system with the funding we need.

Thank you for allowing me to address you.


